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Despite the fact that the communistic government
had proved the most successful of its kind in the his-
tory of the world, and had prospered and increased
to stupendous proportions, there was constant and
increasing unrest among the people. Already there
had been numerous revolts and bloody civil wars, and
had Pizarro not arrived when he did, in all probabil-
ity the empire would have ceased to exist as an entity
in a short time. And had it not been that the Incans
were engaged in civil wars and rebellions, the Span-
iards would have had far from an easy task to con-
quer them.
If we are to believe Incan traditions, and no doubt
there is much of truth in them, Manco-Kapac and
Mama-Ocllo (or whoever were the founders of the
Incan Empire) found raw material with which to
build up a civilization when they first arrived upon
the scene. Long before the Incan dynasty began, the
pre-Incan civilizations had vanished, and the natives
had largely reverted to barbarism. To be sure, the
Chimus in the north had their own civilization, with
the great city of Chan-Chan as their capital, and
there were scattered cultural centers in the Rimac
Valley, about Pisco, along the coast, and perhaps
elsewhere.
Starting at Cuzco as their headquarters, the first
Incas developed the nucleus of a new civilization,
promulgated laws, instructed the people in arts and
industries, and amalgamated many diverse tribes.
The facts that these supposedly divine persons ap-
peared suddenly and from nowhere, claiming to be
the son and daughter of the sun; that they possessed
a knowledge of matters unknown to the natives, and